
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

"Write your first draft with your heart. Rewrite with your head." 

Mike Rich 
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Pre Phonemic Stage 
Pictures Random 

Scribbling 

Scribble 

writing 

Symbols that 

represent letters 

Random letters Letter Strings Letter groups 

 
  

  
  

Picture tells a 

story to convey 

message 

Starting point at 

any point of paper 

Progression is 

from left to 

right 

Mock letters or symbols Letter strings 

move from L to R 

and move down 

the page 

Separated by 

spaces to 

resemble 

different words 

Early 

Phonemic 

Stage 

Letter name stage Transitional Stage 

Environmental 

print 

Beginning sounds 

Random and initial 

consonants 

Initial and final 

sounds appear 

Vowel sounds appear 

Evidence of tricky 

words 

All syllables 

represented 

Inventive spelling Multiple related 

sentences with 

many words 

spelled correctly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Awareness of 

print, copied 

from 

Beginning and ending letters are used 

to represent words 

Medial sound may 

initially be written as a 

consonant. 

A child hears 

beginning,  middle and 

end sounds. 

Whole sentence writing develops. 
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https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
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https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-GETTING-STARTED-ASSESSMENT-FINAL.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/assessment-reception/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/assessment-year-1/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/LS-LITTLE-WANDLE-FLUENCY-ASSESSMENTS-PD05.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/assessment-reception/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/assessment-year-1/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/weekly-reading-and-phonics/assessment-rapid-catch-up/
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